
    Vol. 59, No. 4, August/September 2017     NAEA NEWS           23    

Interest Group
Choice-Art Educators

Anne Bedrick 
Co-President. K-4 Choice-Art Educator. 616 Forest Ave., Larchmont, NY 10538. E-mail: annebedrick@yahoo.com
Joy Schultz 
Co-President. 9-12 Visual Art Specialist. 137 Calais Drive, Maumelle, AR 72113. E-mail: joyschultz2@gmail.com                                                             

successful in your 
classroom spaces 
with others so that 
everyone can benefit 
and deliver a quality 
program.

• Communicate the 
changes with your 
community so that 
there is a greater 
understanding 
about what student 
engagement looks 
like and how you plan 
on evaluating the 
individual successes. 
Options for gathering 
evidence of learning 
range by grade 
levels. A few ideas 
can be portfolios, 
presentations, digital 
recordings, and written reports, 
self-evaluations, and standards-based 
assessments.

NAEA 2018 in Seattle will be one way 
that you can connect with Choice 
Art educators. We are a fast growing 
community and we strive to help 
everyone navigate the transitions and 
levels of Choice Art in art education.

If you are already a Full Choice or TAB 
educator, what are the changes you will be 
making this year in the classroom to keep 
the entire school year moving along with 
a solid level of quality? On many forums 
I have noticed questions like: How are 
students maintaining the drive to create 
original works without falling into the 
Pinterest pit? How do you get students to 
have a deeper engagement?

What is the visual art program doing to 
engage the students with the greater 
community? Are there some ideas 
that transcend the classroom space 
into the community that offers an 
engagement beyond an individual’s 
work? If the student had a capstone 
or demonstration of learning event 
which required an audience, would the 
engagement increase? How can you 

provide an opportunity for students 
to build out into the world from the 
concepts they have been developing in 
the Choice Art classroom?

What kind of connections have you 
created to work cross-curricular? How 
have the students engaged in global issues 
and social problems?

I hope this kickstarts some thoughts 
for the success of your school year and 
encourages you to connect with other 
Choice Art educators to help share and 
grow the community.

Suggested Article Links:
https://ww2.kqed.org/
mindshift/2016/04/14/how-giving-
students-choice-during-the-day-can- 
create-unstoppable-learning

ww2.kqed.org/mindshift/2017/05/02/
how-schools-can-help-students-
develop-a- greater-sense-of-purpose

www.npr.org/2013/06/21/179822992/what-
role-do-relationships-play-in-learning

www.ted.com/talks/jim_
hemerling_5_ways_to_lead_in_an_
era_of_constant_change

No matter the level of Choice you offer 

to your students, you should be happy 

to know that you are empowering 
students in a way that is putting them 

in a position to engage in the world and 

level up their own learning.

My thoughts are about what can I do 
to improve my program to engage 
my students in authentic ways and 
to create original works? I included 
some readings below to motivate you 

further, as I always find this helpful. 
Transforming your physical space is 
almost as important as transforming 

your teaching practice. The approach 

and planning is key to a successful 
program. Having a vision for what 
you would like to see as the outcome 
is vital to keeping on track for a true 
transformation to deliver a solid Choice 

Art program.

Consider some key components to 
figure out what can be delivered to 
your students successfully within your 

school community and classroom 
space.

• How informed are you about the 
changes you want to implement?

• All Choice Art educators will tell you 
how they defined their classroom 
spaces and how they support the 
student’s engagement. Seek out 
online platforms to help connect 
you to support and find new ideas. 
The bottom line is not about what 
someone else does, but how you will 
be able to best support a Choice Art 
program.

• Growth mindset— teaching includes 
and requires you to continue to learn.

• Find new skills and develop them, 
collaborate with other disciplines 
to help level up the learning and to 
help connect the creative design into 

all areas of education. Share what is 

Fellow Choice Art Educators, 
I hope this article is finding 
you well rested and excited to 
start the new school year.

Painted Piano Project designed by high school students for an 
outdoor public art enrichment project for the city of Little Rock, AR.
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